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vestigation, and wltMn a few days lie called
together at the Central Hall, Westminster, a
Labour Conference between employers and em-
ployed, to whom lie addressed himself in an
earnest and persuasive speech. All through the
labour troubles of this year Mr. Lloyd George
pursued the same consistent policy. He was
firm against anarchy, and yet open to reason in
regard to all real complaints. He had his ears
open to the call of the new order. But he
dreaded the complete smash-up of the old
society before the new was ready, and the events
in Eussia faced him as a glaring red light. But
he stood firm against coercion and repression
as the only cure for unrest, and he saved his
Government from pursuing the policy which,
after Waterloo, led to the tragic anti-climax of
Peterloo.
But there were many impatient men in the
world in 1919, and the English mind was apt to
demand payment in immediate cash for all Mr.
Lloyd George's sanguine perorations. The Tube
Strike in London was followed almost instantly
by a great crisis in the mine-fields. The miners
rejected the first Cabinet offer, and instantly
went to ballot on the question of a general
strike. The rank and file voted for the strike
by a majority of six to one.1 The Government
replied by offering a Royal Commission, which
the miners accepted after a candid public debate
between them and Mr. Lloyd George, which was
certainly a new development of open diplomacy
in civil affairs. Mr. Justice Sankey was ap-
1 For the strike 611,998; against, 104,997.